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Legislative Essembly,
Wednesday, 24th Sepiember, 1919,

Questions : Parllamentary tours of lnspccuon
Northern Agricultural oreas ... .. 621

Esperance district 621

Eastern Gold fields 821

State sawmills ... 821

Liquor inspection 621

State sawmilly 621
Leave of absence 621
Bl Marriage Act Amenclment 1w, 021
Papem Agent General's Office, Emigration Officer 628
Motions : Agricultural Bank amd Industries Asslat-

ance Board, Political control . . 622,
Hospital for Iusmm del. Gom. appointed 628

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm,, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (4)—PARLIAMENTARY

' TOURS OF INSPECTION.
Northern "Agricultural Areas.

Mr. MALEY asked the Premier: When
does he propose to organise a tour of inspec-
tion of the Northern agrieultural distriets,
so that public attention may be drawn to
their potentialities?

The MINISTER FOR WORES (for the
Premier) replied: No date can be stated
until the suggestion has recewed very serious
consideration.

Esperance Distriet,

Mr. MULLANY asked the Premier: Will
he arrange a business trip through the Es-
peranee district, in order to give members of
Parliament, representatives of finaneial in-
stitutions, and journalists an opportunity of
geining knowledge of the possibilities of
that district, in the same manner as haas re-
cently been afforded them in the Eastern
agricultural districts?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: The suggestion will re-
ceive very seriovs consideraticn.

Eastern. Goldfields,

Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: Is he
prepared to organise a tomr of ingpection,
by members, of the Eastern Goldfields, in-
cluding the new poldfield at Hampton
Plains, with the view of making membera
acquainted with the possibilities and require-
ments of the mining industryt

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the

Fremier) replied: The suggestion will re-
ceive very serious consideration.

State Sawmills.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premiér:
Will he arrange that members of Parliament
be given an opportunity to inspect the State
gawmills and permits prior to asking mem-
bers to sanction their sale®

.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: The suggestion will re-
ceive very serious consideration.

QUESTION—LIQUOR INSPECTION.

Mr. DUFT asked the Colonial Seeretary:
‘Whether the Chief Inspector of Liquors has
furnished a report covering the last annual
period, and, if so, will the Minister have
such report laid on the Table of the Houset

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Yes. .

QUESTION—STATE SAWMILLS.

Mr. GARDINER asked the Minister for
‘Works: 1, What was the amount of the net
book assets of the State sawmills when they
were placed under offer to the French syn-
dicate? 2, What amount has been written
off for depreciation since their inceptionf
3, What awount has been paid in sinking
fund? , 4, What ‘mmount is there in any
other fand that can be taken off capitalisa-
tion? 5, What amount stands to the credit
of profit and loss? 6, What amount was due
to sundry creditors a.t tlme of offer? 7, Does
the syndicate pay the creditors? 8, Wha.t
rate of interest was charged ' the conce,rn for
year ended June, 1919'¢ 9, Was any pay-
ment made to sinking fund ' for year ended
June, 1919¢% 10, What amount was written
off for depreciation for year ended June,
1919¢ 11, What were the gross profits for
year ended 30th June, 1919% 12, What were
the net profits for the same terml 13, Has
the departmcnt any estimate of the number
of loads in the round of marketable timber
in the concessionf?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The grosa book costs of assets offered to
the French syndicate are stated in the letter
of 22nd Augunst to them, together with de-
tails, £399,005 8s. 4d. 2, £60,87¢ 14s. 1d.
3, £22,430 14s. 2a. 4, None, 5, £21,688 3s,
114 6 £40,601 3s. 9a. 7, No. 8, 4% per
cent. 9, Smkmg fund payments in redue-
tion of debit for depreciation are only made
when spare funds are available. No pay-
ment was made for year ended 3Cth Junk,
1819, but debit for depreciation was duly
recorded againgt profit and loss account. 10,
£14,070 12s, 11, £33,535 29. 12, £5,147 9s.
4d. 13, Neo. The balance:sheet already laid
on the Table containg all financial details as
required by the Trading Concerns Act.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. O'LOGHLEN, leave of
absence for one fortnight grauted to Mr,
Holman (Murchison) on the gronnd of
urgent private business.

BILL—MARRIAGE ACT:AMEND-
MENT.

Introduced by Mr. Rocke, and read 4 first
time.
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MOTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK AND
INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE BOARD.

Pglitical Control.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [438): I
move—

That in the opinion of this House the
Agricultural Banl and the Industries As-
sistance ‘Board should be removed from
political control.

Before leaving the Agricultural Bank and
the Industries Assictance Board, which were
in my care for some two years, I wrote the
following minute to the then Premier, Mr.

Colebateh, under date of the 17th April,

1919:—

Before relinguishing the Ministerial con-
trol of the Agrienltural Banlt and the In-
dustries Asgistonce Board, which I have
held since June, 1917, 1 desire to express
to you my opinion that both these institu-
tions should by statute be freed from
political control. I have not arrived at
thiz conclusion burriedly, but T have had
it in my mind during the course of my
Ministry, and have -on many oceasions dis-
cussed it with the trustees and the general
manager, I have no doubt it would make
not ouly for the good of the State, but
would give the setfler who iz helped by
the State greater confidence in the admin-
istration of his affairs. During my tenure
of office I have from the first month
thrown the whole responsikility of the
working of thege departments on  the
tightful shoulders, those of the general
manager and the trustees. It has always
heen my endeavonr to treat these genile-
men as colleagues, and whilst T have fre-
quently discusged matters and principles
affecting the bank with them. it has never
heen done in other than an argumentative
fashion. I have never sought to control
their actions, so that the moment is op-
portnne to give them that freedom from
control which I think is essential to the
bank’s well-being. Attached hereto is a
recommendakion on gimilar lines from the
general manager, TIn conclusion, T desire
to state, after close assoeiation with Mbr,
Paterson, the general manager, and
Messrs. Richardson, Cooke, and Maitland
Leake, the trustees, I have no hesitation
in saying that it would be diffienlt to find
in  Western Anstralia gentlemen who
would so loyally and fairly administer the
responsibilities which have rested on their
shoulders,

Tmmediately prior to that, as the outcome
of diseussions with the general manager and
the trustees, the general manager addressed
to me, as Minister for Industries, the fol-
lowing minute:—

Following on our recent conversation in
regard t0 the appointment of trustees
under the Agricultural Bank Act, I heg
to place ol record my wvery decided opin-
ion that it is desirable that Clauses 7 and
§ under the Agrienbtural Bank Act, 1906,

. governing appointment of trustees, should

be amended, and that these appointments

ghonld be made subject to safeguards
similar to those provided for-the Auditor
General. Clauses .7 and 8 if altered as
suggested would read:—f ‘7. The trustees
ghall hold ‘théir office during good be-
haviour, and shall not be removed there-
from unless .an. address praying for such
temoval shall be presented to the Governor
by the Legislative Assembly and Legis-
lative Council respectively, in the same
seasion of Parliament. 8. The Governer
may at any tine suspend the trustees from
- their office for incapacity, incompetence or
mighehaviour; and when, and so often as
the same shall happen, the Treasurer shall
lay before both Houses of the Parliament
a full statement of the grounds of snch
suspengion, within 7 days after such sug-
pengion if the Parliament be then in ses-
sion, anil actually sitting, or, if the Par-
liament be not then in session or not actn-
ally sitting, within 7 days after the com-
mencement of the next session or sitting.
The trustees so suspended shall be restored
to office unless each House of the Parlia-
ment within forty-two days after the day
when such statement is laid before it, and
in the eame session, pass an address to the
Governor praying for their removal.’’ Tt
appears to be necessary that the trustees
should be placed iu such a position that
they wouid bpe entirely free from politieal
influence, and their appointment as sug-
gested wonld make for a continwity of
pohcy on the part -of the bank, and would
be in the interests of the State and of pro-
duetion and development generally. May I
hope that you will give this recommenda-
tion your earnest congideratipn, Regard-
irg the Industries Assistance Board, 1
hold the same views as T have expressed
in conbection with the Agricultural Baunk,
for the Indnstries Assistance Board is
-really an off-shoot of the bank and should
be placed similarly outside of political
control. (S8gd.) W, Paterson, Genernl
Manager. 17/4/1919.
I do not entirely agree with the views of the
general ma.na.ger.
Hon, P. Collier: I should think net.
Mr, ROBINSON: I think the general mana-

. gen goes a bit far, If hon, members will be

patient with me, they will Jearn exactly how
I suggest the matter should be dealt with.
Hon. P. Collier: It is as well for these
Governnient servants to understand that the
tendency of Parliament is in the opposite
direction.
-, Mr. ROBINSON: First I would like to
review very shortly the Agricultural Bank
Act. That measure does not give political

control, but in the Indnstries Assistance Act

political control is provided in specifie words.
Section 4 of the Apgricultural Bank Act pro-
vides for the establishment of the hank, and
vests it, the baunk, in trustees. Section 5§ deals
with' the appointment of bank trustees by
the Governor—one to be the managing trus-
tee. Section 7 provides that the managing
trustee holds officer during the Governor’s
pleasnre, while the other trustees hold office
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for two years. Section 8 deals with the sus-
pension of the trustees on misbehgviour or
bankruptey.  Advances are dealt with in
Section 28 of the amending Act. It is not
_ necessary to have the Minister’s consent to
any advance made by the Agricultural Bank.
1'he trustees under their atatute seem to have
adequate power to deal with applications as
they think fit. The quly objection I have to
the Agricultural Bank Act is the shortness
of the term of the trugtees’ appointment, and
that the general manaper’s office may be
vacated at the pleasure of the Government.
I sugpest that the term should be for seven
yoars, as in the Commonwealth Bank, subject
to the provisions dealing with retirement on
account of age, similar to those existing in
our Public Service. Regarding the Indus-
tries Assistance Board and their statutory
powers, by Seetions 3, 4, and 8, three mem-
bers are appointed by ‘the Governor, who may
revoke sueh appointment at pleasure. I sub-
mit it is reasomable that the appointments
should be made during good behaviour for a

definite period of, say, seven years, subject -

to the right to retire under the Public Service
regulations dealing with age. Originally the
Industries Assistance Board was constituted
in an advisory eapacity only, The advances
made under the Act were made by the Col-
onial Treasurer. But by the amending Act
of 1917 the Aet'is administered by the board
undler the control of the Minister. The finan-
cial arrangements of the board are provided
in Section 23, by Parliament voting from time
to time funds that may be required for the
board, The eontrol, therefore, of advances
to settlers is in the Minigter for Lands,
whilst advances made under Part IIL, thai'.
is, to other than settlers, are under the juris—
diction of the Colonial Treasurer. Two points,
therefore, are apparemt in connection with
the Industries Assistance Board, first the
appointment of the board, and secondly the
control. I suggest that the board be given
a definite appointment of, say, seven years,
or until the hoard is diszolved under Section
4, with entire diseretion and control of the
advances, without any interference by a
Minister of the Crown. Speaking generally
of the two statutes, the Agricuitural Bank
Act does mot give any political control, but
there is no doubt that the Industries Assist-
anco Act does give such control. I suggest
that the matter can be dealt with very much
in the same way as that of the Common-
wealth Bank, which was established by Com-
monwealth Statute No. 18 of 1911, Of that
statute, Sections 11 and 12 deal with the
management of the bank, which is managed
by a governor, who is not controlled by any
Minister, The governer of the Commonwealth
Bank holds office under Section 12 during
grood behaviour for a period of seven years,
and he is eligible for reappeintment. In the
Commonwealth Bank 'the establishment of
branches and of agencies is made by the
governor, as ig also the establishment of the
Savings Bank and its agencies. In faet, the
entire management after establishment is in
the governor of the bank, who is equivalent
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to a general manager, The question at issue
is well illustrated by the causes leading up
to my own resignation as Minister, where a
new DMinister, Mr. Mitchell, changed, the
policy of the administration rega.rdmg sus-
tenance paymenta

. Hon. W. C, Angwin: He was quite justi-
fied in doing so; he was the Premier.

Mr. ROBINSON: He did not make that
change as Premier, but as Minister for Lands,
in the first place without conferring with me,
and I had administered the department for
two years and was atill his colleagne. He
¢did it contrary to the views of the general
manager, he did it without consulting the
board, he did it without consulting Cabinet.

Mr. Green: Yet he is very popular in the
IZastern Distriets,

Mr. ROBINSON: Perhaps that is aec-
counted for by the fact that the genial mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie was accompanying him
on the trip. I think no Minister should have
such power,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You think that be-
cange you are out of it and cannot get the
control,

Mr,
control.

Mr. Maley: Do you say it ia the fixed
policy of the board to reduce those allow-
anges?

Mr, ROBINSON; T will come to that
presently. I am preparéd to admit that the
subject matter of the sustenance allowance
iy essentially controversial.,  The general
manager of such institutions as the Agricul-
tural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board should be, and in faet is, a thorough
business man, speeially appointed. He should
not be affected by public opinion nor by
politieal changes. The board as at present
constituted is eomposed of experienced farm-
ers, who have a lifetime of experience as
farmers and in business to help them in the
administration of the board’s affairs. If
we had control of the Industries Assistance
Board by the general manager it would mean
continwity of a business policy, which would
be better as well for the farmer as for the
State. On the question of sustenance allow-
ances, whether it be 98. or any other vumber
of shillings, it seems to me to be generally
forgotten that the amount paid is an ad-
vanee to the farmer, on which he has to pay
interest; -and if so be his famn is in the
balance ‘as to whether it will or will not pay,
it may result in a loss o the State, while
equally it may be of great assistance to the-
farmer, ~ Each cage, therefore, requires sep-
arate consideration, and should be dealt with
by a board of experts on its merits, and with-
out politieal interference, In moving the
motion, let me say distinetly, I do not make
it in any sense a party question, mor do I
desire to make it even a personal one. Nor
is it an attack upon any Minister or Minis-
ters, I am aiming at something for the good
of the State and the good of the farmer; in
faet, I am aiming to establish an ordinary,
sound business principle. The papers in eon-

Robingon: No ; L never sought, the
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‘nection with the sustenance allowances have
been laid on the Table. They show that on
the question of sustepance the matter was
started on the 24th May, 1918, by Mr. Simp-
son, the manager ‘of. the industries branch,
who wrote this minute to the board—

I submit for your information & eir-
cular sent to the inspectors on the 30th
April, having regard, to the excessive
allowances drawn by single men and
marrigd men without families, The
board’s finances have gone back
Hon, W, C, Angwin: Was that the start

of it¥

Mr. ROBINSON: That is the first note on
the file. It is of no use going back any
farther, This note shows that he had been
inquiring, but I do not wish to go back any
farther, The minute continues—

The board’s finances have gone hack by

nearly £300,000 during the yeir, which is

accounted for by heavy expenditure on
machinery and a poor harvest return.

Feonomy must he practise? more than

¢ver, and I recommend for your favour-

able congideration the cutting down of
monthly advances to single men to 5s, per
day and married men without families to
7s. per day. In many eases these rates
aro heing accepted fo-day, but on the
other hand many settlers are demanding
the full pound of flesh. Should you ap-
prove of the above there will of course be
exeeptions which will require to be con-
sidered on their merits. The attached re-
ports throw congiderable light on the sub-
ject.

The board diectated the following minute—

After discnsging this matter with the
manager, we are of the opinion that the
alteration snggested affects Government
policy and mnot administration, conse-
quontly ‘we consider the matter is one for
Ministerial decision, having in view the
faet that Mr, Mitchall, the late Minister
for Indusiries, who was responsible for the
scheme, definitely intimated that the poliey
of 0s. per day was to be adhered to, as
everyone was worthy of his hire, whether
married or single, provided equivalent work
wag carried out hy them to the satisfac-
tion of the inspector.

Mr. Maley: Were the board unanimous in
that?

Mr. ROBINSON: I will come to the ques-
tion of unanimity if the hon. member will be
patient. That minute was dated the 24th
May. It was thon submitted to me in the
tollowing minute:—

On page 1 I circularised the district in-
spectors in regard to payments that are
"being made to assisted settlers under the
jtem of svstenance, and instructed them to
furnish a return listing all settlers who
were single and weie drawing more than
53. per day sustenance, and married men
without families who were drawing more
than Te. per day susténance. This return
was submitted to the board at its last
,meeting, and they ruled in accordance
with the minuté at foot ¢f previcvs page,
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As manager I feel very concerned in re-
gard to the heavy expenditure that is tak-
ing place, and also the poor_ return from
- last year’s harvest. The expenditure for
the last financial year totalled £803,000, |
while the first dividend from the 1917-18
wheat pool at 3s. was £340,000, and the
point comes home as to whether, in view
of the financial position, the expenditure
under this heading should not be consider-
ably curtailed. The returns of wheat from
the last three seasons are as follows:—
1915-16, - 4,954,608  bushels; - 1916-17,
4,005,909 bushels; 1917-18, 2,280,000
bushels (approximately). You will thus see
that the financial position as mentioned
above has resulted through the poor harvest
return from last season, I might mention
for your information that the expenditure
for the last financial year showed a reduec-
tion of £133,000 as é¢ompared with the pre-
ceding year. Some of the above figures
~are iricladed in a separate “report that I
-am forwarding yom, covering the financial
position of the board’s funds—
which by the way I laid on the Table of the
House at that time—
which has been reiterated above with the
object of showing elearly the need for
‘economy in every possible direction. Lt
yon approve of my suggestion I estimate
that a suving of from £20,000 to £25,000
can be made during the coming year. G.
W. Simpson, Manager, Indnstries Branch,
28/5/18.
1 made the following nhote—

Manager, Industries Branch. I approve
of your suggestion. Please pass on for
Cabinet ratification and ask the Hon. the
Prémier to read  this page and the two
‘pages immediately below to Cabinet, R. T.

Robinsdn  {on  Trans-Australian  train),
7/6/18.
Those are the minutes I have read. In for-
warding this to the Premier Mr, Simpson

wrote—

I would draw your atfention to the point
that the late Minister for Industries, Mr.
Mitehell, particularly stressed, mnamely,
that payment of 9s. per day was to be
made irrespective of whéther the farmer
was single or married, provided -equivalent
work wags carried ‘out. The present sub-
mission alters this poliey in its most vital
place under the stresi of economy.

Then comes Cabinet’s decision—
Cabinét approves of single men being
‘allowed a som of not more than Bs., mar-
ried men without children not more than
7s., and marriéd men with children up to
9s. accorch'ng to the number of children.
H.BL. - 25/7/18.
On receipt of that, I asked the. general mana-
ger to name a couvement time to bring this
chdnge into operation. ' The matter went be-
fore the bodrd for further consideration, and
the ountcome was the following minute from
the chaitman ot the board to the WMinister
for Industries on the 9th August, 1918—

* Fuither to the conversation the board

had. with you this miorning, I desire to
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inform you that further consideration has
been given to this matter, and the bhoard
are of the opinion that it would be unwise
from a national point of view to reduce
the sustenance allowance of assisted set-
tlers, as contemplated in the proposal con-
tained ii thig file. We are of opinion that
practically the same monetary saving could
he effected by actually paying farmers only
for the work carried out. In the past it
has been usual to pay the full sustenance
allowance of 9s. per day where the settler
has eropped from 250 to 300 or more acres,
irrespective of whether he has sufficient
cleared land to employ his time fully be-
tween completion of seeding and beginning
of the harvesting period. With your con-
gurrence, 1’t is proposed only to advance
for fallowing according to the work carried
out. Congiderable savings have been
effected under the small aren system, com-
pared with the advances made in the pre-
vious year, but this will be forwarded to
you as the sobject of a special report.
A, R, Richardson, Chairman, Industries
Assistance Board.

I then sent a further minute to Cabinet read-

ing—
¢ On page 96 will bé seen approval of
Cabinet for reduction of sustenance allow-
ances, In disenssing this matter with Mr.
Maitland Leake, he made me a very good
suggestion that the same result eouid be
obtained by making payments for work
actually ecarried out. T submitted this to
the board, and their report is immediately
below this minute. I recommend that the
approval of Cabinet, as set out on page
98, be.amended by inserting in lieu thereof
the recommendation of the LAB. R. T.
Robinson. 18/8/19.

©On the same page is another minute which I

addressed to the general manager, which

reads—

I have been thinking this subjeet over
and over and have decided to withdraw my
recommendation to CaBinet and ask you to
recongider with the board. Mr. Leake’s
main objection is that deserving and un-
deserving are fated alike on a reduced
payment. On the contrary, I suggest this
gives yon the opportunity to make the rule
inflexible for the undeserving, and as flex-
ible as you may desire for those warrant-
ing your consideration. R. T. Robinson,
7/9/18.

" Mr. Richardson, the chairman of the board,
was going out of town at the end of the
month and the matter was still held up. He
addressed the following minute to the mana-
ger of the board in September—

As I am afraid I cannot be present at
next T'riday’s meeting, I wished to say
with reference to the question of reduetion
of sustenance allowance to settlers on the
board—debated but not settled last meet-
ing, to making a distinetion between mar-
ried men and single—that my personal
view is that there should be a distinetion
made and that, while the mazimum of 9s.

[25]
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might be maintained for married men with
wife and, say, two children, and 7s. for
married men with no children, that 5s. is
ag much as the hoard can possibly afford
to allow single men according to area in
cultivation, ete. It must be kept in view
that if the settler is in a good enough finan-
etal position, then he can spend whaf he con-
siders he c¢an afford in support of his
family, "practically without need of sane-
_tion by the board, whereas if his financial
position is Auch that he is entirely de-
pendent on the board’s liberality, and such
advances are in & way adding to his debts
and so .incresasing his liability to the board,
the advance may easily become a debt that

will not be redeemed and therefore a

future charge upon the revenwe of the

State and an inereased tax on the general

community, Then what on the ' surface

may appear 2 pPolicy of liberal generosity
to the man on the land and on whose ac-
count we all would greatly desire to deal
liberally with, yet when it means being
generous with the funds of the general
taxpayer and an inerease to the present
large deficit, we cannot be as libernl ag
we would like. A. R. Richardsom, Chair-

man. N
It must not be forgotten by members as it
is sometimes forgotten DLy others that in
addition to the snstenance allowance, whe-
ther 5s., Ts, or 93, the farmer is not receiv-
ing that as z wage but as an advance %o
help him to live, and that he already has hig
house wherein he lives with his family free,
he has his agistment and fodder for his
stock, he hag grist for himself, his family
and dependants, and the natural produce as
well as the proceeds from lhis livestock,
namely, sheep, cows, pigs, and fowls,

The Minister for Works: His neighbour
might have the fowls sometimes.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am not familiar with
that. practice.

The Minister for Works: T speak from
bitter experience.

Mr. ROBINSON: Towards the end of
September I received the following minute
from Mr. Richardson—

After diseussing this matter with you
at the last meeting of the board, the sub-
ject was allowed to stand over for ome
week to enable the pros and cons to be
fully considered, While we realise the
enormous  diffigulty experienced. in the
finaneing of the board’s requirements and
that this factor ie the ome and only rea-
son for Cabinet's decision, we nevarthe-
less consider that the previous policy was
by far the sounder of the two, and that
the proposed reduction in sustenanee will
eertainly result in an inereased number of
properties being abandoned. Omn the other
hand, it must be remembered that a very
large number of settlers are drawing a
considerably reduced amount on that pro-
vided, and it may very logically be argued
that if certain settlers can manage on the -
smaller amount, it is reasonable to apply
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the reduction to others like situated. We
wounld suggest, however, that you ask
Cabinet to add to their decision a further
clause, giving the board power to increass
the allowance in special cases. A, R.
Richardson. 27/9/18.
Now, for the first time we find that the
board are not unanimous in their opinion,
beeause the following footnote appears—
T cannot see eye to eye with the above.
The minute to the Minister on folio 101
represents my views on the matter. T.
M., Leake.
T have already referred to Mr. Leake’s
views, We thought we would like to Bsee
payment made on the basis of work actually
. 4dene, Tt was not agreed to because we

could not sce how to carry it out practically.
In addition to the sustenance allowance
given by the board, the Agricaltural Bank
hay always advanced for work done in the
way of clearing and, if we joined the
two together, we wounld be paying for the
same work twice over and the settler would
be getting less. I then addressed the fol-
lowing minute to the Premier—

I submit a further minute from the
board, as above, which bas direct refer-
ence to Cabinet’s decision as confained on
page 97 of this file. Mr. Leake has placed
on record his objeetion to the proposed
alteration, while the other two members
have signified their approval therewith,
subjeet to more elastic power in dealing
with speecial eases, and I would now re-
commend that you approve as follows—
That single men be allowed a sum of not
more than 5s., married men without child-
ten not more than 7s, and married men
with children 93, per day, aceording to
the number of children. That the beard
be pgranted power in special cases to vary
the amount paid to any individual settler
at their diseretion. R. T. Robinson,
1/10/18. i

That came before Cabinet and the following
note appears—

The Hon. the Minister for Industries—

I approve of the diseretionary power sug-

geated being given to the board. H. B

Lefroy, Premier, 21/10/18.
At this stape members will remember the
- whole question was debated in - Parliament
and T, as Minister for Industries, then dis-
ensaed it with my friends of the Country
party and arranged with the House that no
deduction should be made in respect of the
nnmber of ehildren, but 9s. per day should
be paid if there were any echildren; other-
wise 7s. a day. Consequently, Mr. Simpson
wrote the following minute—

Tor consideration of the board: With
reference to my minute on page 113, dur-
ing the week, the Hon. the Minister liag
further discucsed this matter with me in
the presence of certain members of the
Country party, and he has definitely inti-
mated that he desires all married men
with families to be treated on fhe basis
of 9s. per day, unless muatnal arrange-
ments are made between the inmpector and

settler to the comtrary. Will you plea

intimate whether you agree to the furth

amendment of poliey of sustenance pa;

ments in the manner stated. 6/12/18.
The board them wrote this minute whic
bears the initialy of Mr, Richardson and M
Cooke.

I still think the Government, in view ¢
financial conditions, were right to make
distinction as between married men an
single, and children or ne children, redw
ing single men to 5s. per day, quite sufl
cient for gustenance, and would point o
that the recommendation by Emu Hi
farmers only affixms that 9s. per day we
little emough for men with families an
that a very slight reduction has been ir
;zed on for men with fanilies. A.R.R

Mr, Leake added a note— .

My views in regard to the sustenane
allowante are expressed in the minute t
the Minister dated 9th Awgnst, 1918, foli
101, BM.L.

That vule was then put into foree till th
end of the year, and it worked quite sati
factorily. Mr, Mitchell, who was then na
eonnected with the Government, wrote me on
or two letters on the subject. In a letter
wrote to him onm the 12th March, 1918,

showed what{ was in my mind—

Re sustenance allowance to board settler
and your further comments as containe
in yours of the 7th instant, I regret
cannot see eye to eye with you on thi
matter, but nevertheless 1 appreciate you
interest on behalf of sueh settlers ani
quite realise that your remarks have no
been made with the object of eriticising m;
administration, but rather the belief i
your opinion, I am still desirous of wing
ing up the beard’s affairs at the earlies
possible date, but the advent of the soldie
a3 a settler in the Wheat Belt will baw
a very important bearing on the positio:
and considerably delay my intentions. I
might interest you to know that forty-fiw
clearances have already heen granted s
the result of the 1918-15 harvest, and thi
number will be considerably aungmented
On the other hand, I regret the hoard ha
found it necessary to stop assistance in ne
fewer than sixty-two cases gince last har
vest, and here again L am informed that
this nnmber will still be inereased. Tt is
useless carrying a man on if he has mc
chance of succesa.

And sp the payments went on in the ordin

ary course. Somewhere early in May we hac

n change in administration, and Mr. Cole
bateh beeame Premier. I handed over the

Industrics Assistance Board and the Agri

enltural Bank to Mr. Mitehell, who was Minis:

ter for Lands, and took another portfolic

myself,  Apparently Mr. Mitchell at onec
took up the question with the general mana-
ger. As I #aid at the beginning, the general

manager was opposed to any alteration in the

policy that we had diseussed for so many
-aonths and finally put into operation. 1
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will read the minute addressed to Mr. Mit-
chell, which shows that exactly. It'is signed
by the general manager and is dated 9th
May last. It is as follows:—

I attach file dealing with the question
of sustenance allowance and would draw
your attention partieularly to pages tabbed.
The question of finance was the prime fae-
tor for the reduced allowance. Apart frem
this I eonsider the present ratio of 5s., 7s,
and 9s. per day for single men, married
men without family, and married men with
{amilies, s the most egmitable one that
can be adopted, as it must always be borne
in mind that the payments made are merely
advances that have to be repaid with in-
terest. From experience it is generally
sceepted that the man with the help-mate
does more work than the single man, as he
is earlier and later at it owing to the
household duties not falling upon his shoul-
ders, while the general assistance rendered
by the wife and children considerably re-
duce the advances necessary under the
heading of wages. On the financial posi-
tion the Under Treasurer iz most consist-
ent in urging reduction in the board’s
expenditure.

1 should like to confirm that myself. From
the time I took over the Industries Assistance
Board to the time I left it the Under Treas-
urer and the Treasurer impressed upon me
the necessity for the Industry’s aceounts
being kept within bounds. Immediately fol-
lowing that, without consuliing the board and
in face of the protests, the Minister for
Lands (Hon. J. Mitchell) restores the old
rate—in fact on the zame day—by the fol-
lowing minute addressed to the general mana-
- ger—

£ T wish the old rate for work by Indus-
tries Board farmers reinstated. That is,
the payment to be made at 9s. per day for
actval work done,
be given for each aere to eover eropping,
harvesting, ete., where the area is under
250 acres. The farmer should be given a
clearing contract to eover the period not
engaged in eropping and harvesting, or if

his farm iz improved with the necessary’

eleared area he can work for another
farmer. Dairying must be encouraged to
this end—we should allow all butter pro-
eceds to be retained as well as proceeds
from pigs, unless the number kept is out
of reagon. If sufficient cows and pigs or
sheep could be snpplied and kept by the
farmer to provide full living costs, we
should reach the ideal position.  Can this
be done—even if only in a limited number
of instances?

Hon. P. Collier:
mier at the time?

Mr. ROBINSON: Not on the 9th May, 1
think, T helieve Mr. Colebateh was Premier
then. None of these matters came under
my notice as Minister until within a eouple
of days of my resignation. I have only one
more minute to refer to, and that is one to
Mr. Simpson of the Industries Assistance

Was Mr. Mitechell Pre-

One day’s pay should '

Boar¢, who received these instructions from
the Minister for Lands (Hon. J. Mitchell}.
I see this minute is signed, **J. M,;*’ ¢ Min.
ister for Lands.’’ Mr. Simpson‘’s comments
on it are dated 15th May, 1919, Amongst
other things he says—

In the same way it is presumed that you
do mot intend this instruction of 9s. per
day, or 9s. per aere, as the case may be,
to apply rigidly in every ease apart from
those dealt - with in the preceding para-
graph.  During the past few months L

. have submitted to the board, and in some.
cases arranged independently with the
seitler for a reduced sustenance allowance
as the only alternative under which the
board would continue assistance. To.
grant these men 9s. per day will mean
that all such cases will require to be re-
vised by the hoard, and I have no doubt
would result in a very large number of
stoppages which at present are being
avoided by limited assistance as the only
hope of recovery. FPrior to reduction by
your predecessor of sustenance allowance
to single men and married men without
tamilies, a very continuous stream of com-
plaints was being received from creditors.
owing to the unlimited cash at the dis-
posal, particelarly of single men, and fail-
ure to obtain a reduvction of outstanding
accounts with ereditors of long standing.
Sinee reduction of the allowance, thess
complaints have almost disappeared, and
I have no doubt on announcement of your
policy to reinstate 9s. per day that credi-
tors will again be very much in evidence.
Is it yonr intention to deal with these men
in any special way? Another phase of
this question alse requires elucidation. In
many cases clients of the bomrd are farm-
ing on distinetly poor holdings as regards
cleared land. To overcome the position
only limited advances in many cascs are
being made, and the settler is compelled
to work under the Agrieunltural Bank, clear-
ing first-class country as the only hope of
suceess, Is it your inteution that 9s. per
day should apply in such cases?

That was sent on to the general manager,

who replied— .

Yes. The inspector should be told not
to force the 9s, into the hand of all farm-
ers at once. Reverting to the old order
must be brought about intelligently.

I think that minote is very significanf. T

wish to make no comments on the fite, be-
cause it speanks for itself. T have no per-

sonal quarrel with the Premier (Hom, J.

Mitehell) or the members of his Government,

I do hold, however, that such circumstances

ag I have natrated should be incapable of
coming about. The only way we can prevent
them from coming abont is to establish our

Agricnltural Bank and ocur Industries As-

sistance Board on the lines of the Common-
wealth Bank of Awnstralia whieli, as everyone
knows, has been 2 magnificent success. It
has been intelligently governed, has taken
its place amongst the banks of the world,
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and has been managed on sound business
principles. I do not propose to labour this
matter. I hope the Government will vote for
the motion, as well as my hon. friends sitting
on my right. I think I have given suffcient
reason why the motion should be agreed to.

On motion by Minister for Works, debate
adjourned. .

PAPERS—AGENT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
EMIGRATION OFFICER.

‘On motion by Hon. P. Collier ordered:
That all papers relating to the proposed ap-
pointment of an officer in charge of emigra-
tion in London be laid on the Table.

MOTION—HOSPITAL POR INSANE,
TO INQUIRE.
Debate resamed from 27th August on
motion by the member for “Fremantle (Mr.
Jones}— :

*“That in the opinion of this House a Royal

Commission should be appointed to inquire
into—1, The conditions of employment of
the staff at the Claremont Hogpital for the
Insane. 2, The methods under which pa-
tients are admitted into and detained in the
hogpital. 3, The fitness of Dr. Anderson to
hold the position of Iuspecfor General.’’

The COLONIAL BSECRETARY (Hon.
P. T. Broun—Beverley) [5.25]: I hardly
think it necessary to debate at amy great
length the motion snbmitted by the member
for Fremantle (Mr. Jones). Last year that
hon, member Dronght bhefore the House a
motion similar to this. During the debate
upon it, the then Honorary Minister (Mr.
Tnderwood) fully explained the working of
the Hospital for Insane at Claremont. It
is,” therefore, unnecessary to go iute those
partienlar details, and I will confine my re-
marks to those points which have now been
brought forward by the member for Tre-
mantle. To a large extent the points raised
by him are founded on misrepresentation and
exaggeration, and -are antrune, I am sorry he
is not present to-day to hear my remarks.
He has taken an active part in mmeh of the
trouble which has occurred over the isolation
of this institotion. Very little was said
about: the hospital up to the time of its
isolation., In January, when it seemed likely
that the influenza epidemic would spread to
this State, the staff were notified that should
the epidemie break ouvt here it would be
necessary to isolate the haspital, and for the
staff to remain in the hospital grounds. On
the Sth June a notice, similar to that which
wag posted earlier, was posted stating that

" the hospital would he isolated, and that it
was expected by the Imspector General that
the whole staff would remain within the
hospital. Shortly after that the staff became
dissatisfied, -and approached the Inspector
General of the Insane, That officer was
asked to remove the ‘isclation restrictions

" time.
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but thig, of course, he refused to do. Meect
ings were held regarding the isolation, anc
members of the staff made it known that i
was their intention to leave the institution
The Inspeetor General of the Insane brough
this under my nétice on practically the firs
day that T took over the portfolio of Colonia
Secretary. I bad not et him prior to thal
and wag introduced to him then for the firg'
He put the matter before me and i
was diseussed fully, The result was that ]
agréed to a notice being placed in the hos
pital to the cffect that any of the staff whe
left the institution would be liable to inatan
dismissal. )

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It was preity rough
on the chap who wanted to see his wife.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The bon.
member might think so, but there are ecir
cumstances relating to that ineident which
will not stand repetition, If the hon. mem-
ber knew them he would suy that the.In.
spector General of the Insane was quite
justified in taking the step he did. If we
are not to have discipline in an institution
of that kind, we will always have trouble.
Whenever I have had men in my employ-
ment I have always expected them to carry
ont my instructions. I wounld immediately
digmigs a man for disobedience; in fact I
would get rid of him for that reason before
any other. The memhera of the staff of the
Claremont hospital weré dissatisfied, and
were Jeaving one by one, ’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This particular man
asked permisgion te go.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon,
member is not ecorreet in making that state-
ment. The man in question went to the Tn-
spector General and told him that he was
going out of the institution, whether he was
allowed to do so or not,

Hon. W. O, Angwin: You would have done

.the same thing yourself.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Two or
three members of the staff went out under
similar cireomstances. If they had asked the
Inspeetor General for permission to leave
the institution, there is no donbt that that
leave would have been given, because those
men wanted to go out for a specific rea-
80mn. a

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A kind of go on your.
knees and say, ‘‘Please, Sir, can I go out?’’

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
climax was reached on the night of Sunday,
the 20th inst., when the member for TFre-
mantle {(Mr, Jones) and Mr. Driver attended
at the institntion gntes and addressed the
staff from outside the fence. Those two
gentlemen made inflammatory speeches.

Mr, Green: T don’t think they could.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon.
mamber knows better than that. They made
inflammatory speeches and incited the mem-
bers of the. staff to leave the institution, T
understand that shortly afterwards, the
staff met and passed 2 resolution by a ma-
jority. I do mot know how resolutions are
taken at that institution. I believe that at
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a meeting of that kind, where a few vote
in favour and a few vote against, and a
number do not vote at all, it is taken for
granted that the motion is carried by a ma-
jority. The resolution asked that the isola-
tion restrictions be removed. The member
for Fremantle had previously mentioned that
the Inspector General of Insane had acted
in this matter without aunthority,. I may
inform hon. members that the Inspector
General had a perfect right to do that. T
is not much use cloging the stable door after
the horse has been stolen, and it was not
ngeessary for me to call the board together
to decide whether or not the hogpital should
be isolated. But in regard to the request
made to me by the deputation that the iso-
lation restrictions be removed, I consulted
the Principal Medical Officer and the matter
wag also put before the board a few days
later., The opinion was wunanimously ex-
pressed that it was imperative that the res-
trictions should remain. Hon, members afe
aware that in the Eastern States, particu-
larly in Tasmania, a great denl of trouble
l1as occurted by reason of the failuré to im-
Pose restrictions, In Tasmania, a numbor of
the staff, irrespective of the patients, con-
tracted the illness and the outeome was that
the authorities in that Stote were compelled
to get medical men and nurses from Mel-
bourhe to assist them in their trouble. After
digeusging the matter thoroughly with the
Principal Medieal Officér and the Board T
decided that the restrictions should not be
relaxed, The deputation were notified of
that decision, and a request was made that
gome of those who had gone out should be
reinstated.

Mr. Green: How many of the number who
-went out weré dismissed?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I cannot
tell the lhon, member exactly but I believe
the namber was 16 or 17,

The Minister for Mines: All who went out
were dismissed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Natur-
ally, those who went out of the hospital were
not allowed to return. They absolutely dis-
obeyed the instructions of the Inspector
General and it was impossible to allow them
to go back, With regard to the isolation
restrietions, it s imperative that. they
should remain. 'The mental eondition of the
patienta is such that it renders them more
susceptible than the general® publie to a dis-
case of this kind. Tf the disease once estab-
lished itself in the institution, the mortality

would be very heavy. So far as the restrie-

tions themselves are concerned, everything
possible is heing done to make the position
of those who are confined within the grounds
of the institution as eomfortable as possible.
I admit it is hard to close in a number of
pecple for an indefinite period, but we have
done everything it was possible to do, and
we are still doing all we can, to make life
attractive theve. Those of the staff whe
wera living out are given their meals in the
jnstitution free of cost. The billiard Tooms
have been thrown open for the use of the
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staff; picture shows are provided, and help
is given in every direction to ma.ke the time
pass as pleabantly as possible, Under the
cirqumstances, the least the staff can do ia
to make some little self-demial, if not alto-
gether for themselves, for the sake of the
patients in the hospital. But it appears.
that there was a disturbing element amongst
them and a number decided to go out. Those,
of course, were not allowed to return, Tt
was tentioned by the member for Iremantle
that the steps of those who had left the in-
stitution had been dogged by the Inspector
General, and that the Colonial Secre-
tary’s department were aguinst them and
that ingtructions had been given that they
should not be employed in any of the institu-
tions under the control of the department. I
want to give that statement an emphatic
denial. Se far as 1 know nothing whatever
in that direction has been dome. I believe,
however, some of the staff did apply for
positions in the Health Department; they
desired to get employment at the gquarantine
station at Blackboy, and I surmise that the.
reason why their servieces were not accepted
was that, as they strongly objected to isola-
tion at Claremont, they would also object
to isolation at Blackboy, for the guarantine
at Blackboy is as strict as it can be. I only
surmise that that is so. Personally, I have
taken no part, and neither has the Inspector
General, in the direction of preventing these
men. gettmg positions outside. There are
several other points in the speeeh of the
member for Fremantle to which T desire to
refar, He stated that the existing system,
under which patients are admitted to the
hospital, was alse a matter that demanded
investigation, and the hon. member also
illustrated the Andinach case, It will be
remembered, however, that a Royal Commis-
sion inquired into that, and exonerated the
Inspector General from all blame. The hon.
member stated that Andinach was grabbed by
the police and taken away to the institution.
That was an exaggerated statement; in faet
the hon. member knows that is was untrue.
We have only to refer to last year’s ‘‘Han-
sard’’ to prove that the hon. member’s state-
ment is not a ecorreet one. It was clearly
shown that it was absclutely essential to take
away that unfortunate man because he was a
danger. T will tead the report which was
written by Dr. Martel with regard to that
case. The doctor wrote—

In reference to your request re the An-
dinach easg, T have pleasure in submittin
the following for your information. As
nearly as I can remember on the morning
of 16th May ]nst I received a telephone
call at about 7.30 to go to the Madrid
coffee palace in Iigh-street, Fremantle, to
see Fr'mcls Andinach, who, they con51dereﬂ
was insane, Owing to electriecal troubles
T conld not get my car to start, and after
wasting some time I proceeded on foot to

- the Madrid coffee palace. On making in-
quiries I found that the patient had been
removed by the police to the lock-up. On
asking the reason for this sudden action—
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and this is the point I wish to emphasise—
—when. they had’ sent for me, [ was told
by a young lad (who I was given to under-
stand was Andinach’s son), and another
man, apparently about 30 years of age,

. that Andinach had become s0 violent that
they were afraid he would seriomsly harm
himself, and that, in order to protect him
they had sent for the police to remove
him. I was also informed that they had
trouble with him all night, ‘and that for

some hours he had been *‘knocking himself -

about,’’ and that they had sent for me

because he had become so violent.

That eclearly. shows the position in regard to
that one case. The member for Fremantle
knows well that before any person ‘is taken
to the Claremont hospital he has to be de-
clared to be ingane by two medical men, and
" the witnesa to the declaration must be a resi-
dent wmagistrate or two justices of the peace.
Every precantion is taken in that direction.
There is no wish, either on the part of the
Government or the Inspector General of the
Insane, to compel people to go into that
institution. Hon. members will recollect that
Jast year it was stated that the hospital was
overcrowded and that further accommodation
wad required. Unfortunately the state of
the finances has not allowed the Government
to inéur the large expenditiure required for
the additions. In moving this motion the
member for Fremantle said that onge patients
were in the hospital there was little -or no
hope of their ever coming out. I want to
give that assertion also a flat demial. No
one has any inducement, and especially not
the Tnspector General of the Insane or his
gtafl, to keep patients in the hospital if it
i not necessary for them to be there.

Hon. P. Collier: On what faets do you
hase your denial of any obstacle being placed
in the way of the inmates getting out? .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T have
reegived requests from quite a number of in-
mates, who consider that they ought to be
out of the institution, to inquire into their
cages, and in every instance a perusal of the
file' has foreed me to the conelusion that the
Tnspector CGeneral is quite justified in re-
taining the patient in the institution.

Hon P. Collier: How can you tell that from
a mere perusal of the files?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I acknow-
ledge, of course, that the patient has a per-
fect right, and also a power under the
Lunaey Act, if he cares to exercise it, to seek
hig release.

Mr, Smith: Can you say how many
patients have been released during the last
twelve months?

The COLONTAL, SACRETARY: I cannot
give the hon. member those figures offhand.

Mr. Bmith: Have any been released during
the past twelve months?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: How often are the patients
examined by medical men %

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I cannot
at the moment tell the leader of the Oppo-
gition that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P, Collier: It ig the end of many of
them when they get in thers,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A num-
ber haveé been released, theugh I cannot say
how many. There is no inducement for any-
one to, keep them there if they are fit to be
discharged.. The place is overcrowded now,
and even if that were not so, the ataff are
sufficiently humane to consider a case on its
merits. If it is safe to discharge a patient,
the Inspector Genmeral will certainly do =o.
The member for Fremantle also spoke of
fractures that have oecurred in the hospital.
e asserted that the pnatients were badly
treated and that there were broken arma and
Lroken ribs and bruises and so forth. Dur- °
ing the past year there have been only two
fraetures, both of which occcurred in the
case of old men. In one instance a patient
was knocked down by another, with the re-
sult that his leg was fractured. The other
fraeture was the result of a fall. Hon, mem-
bers are aware that the boues of the aged
are much more brittle than thesg of younger
people, and that in n person of advanced
years o fall mhay easily break a limb. The
member for Fremantle has exaggerated in
that regard. He has referred to refractory
cases. In that connmection I am able to state
that in 1915 a patient who struck Dr. Ander-
son was ordered into seclusion on hread
and water for- three days. This was done
by the 1late Dr. Montgomery, and it
was done more as a deterrent than
as a punishment. That is the only
cage of the kind, and that case happened
ag far baek as 1915. It is the only case of
the kind Juown in the history of the hospi-
tal. Such cases are not, therefore, of fre-
quent oceurrepee, as alleged by the member
for Fremantle. The hon. membor has also
asserted that the Tnspector General has at
various times practically tortured patients
in the hospital by administering to them
deadly drugs. TIn speaking on this subject
last year he mentioned ‘‘whitehonse,’? which
after all turned ount to be merely epsom
salts, On thig océasion he has spoken of a
drug known as eroton oil.  All drugs are.
dangerous  if they are veed in greafer
strength than the official maximum; iz that
case they will certainly produce ill effects
or may even prove fatal.

Mr. Green: Have yon ever tried a maxi-
mum {dose of croton oil?

The COLONTAL SBCRETARY: I have
not, but I ean inform the hon. member that
eroton oil may be bought from any chemist,
no restriction being placed on its sale. I can

.‘also inform him that T myself have nsed

eroton oil for atock, that T have used it on
cattle without il effects.

Mr, Green: If it is good emough for
horsss, it is geood enongh for men?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The -
stomach of a horse is more sensitive to drogs
than is the buman stomach, Since the lst
January, 1909, during a period of over ten
years, croton oil has been administered to
only three patients in the Claremont hos-
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pital-—one in 1915, one in 1916, and one in
1917. Al three were described as being ex-
tremely violent and impulgive. The last
patient to whom croton oil was administered
was a very dangerous man, who prior to his
admission had murdered two persons. 1
have here some authorities which I wish to
quote to hon. members in order to prove that
eroton oil is not' sueh a deadly drug as the
member for Fremantle has made out. The
‘¢ Materia Medica, Pharmacy, Pharmacology,
and Therapentics’’ of Dr. W, Hale White,
an eminent London physician, states—
Croton oil placed on the back of the
tongue is, on account of its amall bulk, o
ngeful purgative for lunatics who refuse to
take anything, and for uncongeious pa-
tients, becanse in such -cases it iz swal-
lowed reflexly and acts quickly, and
therefore it is commonly given to those
who are unconscious from apoplexy.
Another anthority’I have here iz ‘‘Materia
Medica and Therapeutics’’ by J. Mitchell
Bruee, another London physieian, whe
states in regard to Groton o¢il—
The smallness of the dose, which ean
be put in food, renders it a convenient
purgative for insane or unconscious pa-
tients,
T have yet another amthority te submit to
the House, Dr. A. 8. Taylor’s ‘‘Principles
and Practice of Medical Jurisprudence,’’
which is recognised as enme of the highest
avnthorities in the world.,  Evidently ithe
member for Fremantle when speaking of the
effeets of eroton oil was referring to the
toxicological and not the therapeutic action
of the oil. Dr. Taylor’s work containg the
following:— K
In one case a droggist swallowed, by
mistake for cod liver oil, half an ounce
of eroton oil, He folt a burning sensa-
tion in the throat and stomach, soon fel-
lowed by vomiting and copious purging,
with gymptoms of collapse.
Lot me point out that if oue takes even mus-
tard in large gnantities the effects will he
pragtieally the same, and wmustard is some-
thing that we always have on our tables and
use gvery day. I continuwe my quotation—

He did not recover until after a fortnight.
This man recovered after swallowing half
an ounce of croton oil.

An aged woman died from the effects of
an embrocation eontaining eroton oil with
other drugs. A teaspoonful was inecan-
tionaly given to her; she immediately -com-
vlained of a hot burning sensation in her
throat. She died in convulsions in three
days. A girl, aet. 19, took by wmistake a
teaspoonful of a liniment econsisting of
cqual parts of croton and olive oils. Im
a day or two she recovered.

From the cases I have quoted hon, members
will recognise that croton oil when used by
skilled persons involves abgolutely so danger.
There is really nothing more for me to
guswer. I have justified the department on
all the peints raised in the speech of the
member for Fremantle. .
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Mr. Lambert: Do you think there is any
necessity for a2 layman to justify the nse of
eroton oilf

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
gimply been quoting authorities to prove the
incorrectness of the statements of the mem-
ber for Fremantle with regard to croton oil.
Undoubtedly the isolation which has been
found necessary in connection with the hos-
pital bas caused a good deal of treuble, No
doubt that isolation is the cause of this me-
tien being submifted to the House. I hope
lion. members will torn the motion down un-
animously, or at least by a big majority. A
Royal Commisgion is not required. It would
cause, a great deal of trouble and upset -the
staff and generally exeite the patients.
Moreover, it would involve unnecessary ex-
pénse. I hon. members have specific cases

in respect of which they can give the Honse

good reason why investigation should be
made, the better course will be to appoint
a select committee for that purpose, and not
a Royal Commission. I again ecxpress the
I&ope that the House will vote this metion
own,

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [6.0]: I regret
that the member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones),
who moved the motion, is not present, but I
expect he will be here after the tea adjourn-
ment. I do not know enough about the
methods uuder which patients are admitted
and detained in the hospital to justify me in
making any critieism in that direction, nor
do I know anything against Dr. Anderson’s
treatment of patients in the hospital; but I
feel there would have been no rteason to ask
for a Royal Commission if Dr. Anderson’s
treatment of the employees had not been hos-
tile and iB-judged: The Colonial Secretary
has explained at some length the isolation of
the employees. There are, T believe, among
the employecs about 100 married men, The
isolation was established, and none of those
men were permitted to go ountside. One of
the married men desired to visit his wife,
who was to underge an operation. He asked
the Inspector General in writing for per-
migsion to go.

The Colonial Secretary: No, he said he was
going. :

Mr. GREEN: It is not reasonable to sup-
pese that any employee would approach the
Inspector General and say ‘T am going out’’
without first asking whether he could ge.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If he wanted to he
dismigsed he would mot trouble to go to the
Tnspector General at all.

Mr. GREEN: Can we believe that an em-
ployee In a permanent job would say to the
Inspector General, ‘I am going out’’t I
am not preparved to accept it. However, this
man was not granted permission to go. His
wife was to be operated upon, No official
with reasonable sympathy for his staff would
have refused that emplovee am opportunity
to go and see hig wife. The employee put up
this proposition: He said, ‘I am prepared
on refurn fo go into isolation for seven days,
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if necessary, without pay, in order that there
many be no danger of infection to the other
employces,”” The Inspector (eueral himself
has becn leaving the place daily. Indeed he
is here this evening. If the Inspector Gen-
eral can leave the institution without danger
surely to goodmess it is not dangerous for
an employee to leave in the special cireum-
stances I have mientioned,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The officers shounld
set an example to the men,

Hon, P, Collier: It is indicative of  the
high-handed, autoeratic centrol- of these in-
gtitutions.

Mr. GREEN: The milkman is entering the
institution daily 3nd so, too, the cealman and
the chanffeur.

The Colonial Secretary: The isolation must
be effective, seeing that they Have not had
a single case of influenza there.

Mr. GREEN: If the Inspector General and
his chauffeur and the milkman and the man
with the eoal ean pass in and out, and if the
chauffeur can egt 2t the employees’ table
daily, without any cases of infection occur-
ring there, it only proves that the conditions
under which the employees have been con-
fined in that institution are unfair and in-
humane, I do not hold with men going te
the gates of the institution and asking the
employees to come out but ‘it has to Dbe
remembered that the emplayees were s0
concerned over being isolated and eut
off from their wives and families. that

they held a meeting at which all
were present and, potwithstanding that
Dr. .Atkinson himself was there, they

unanimously agreed that they were prepared
to leave the institution if they could not by
other means get out. There was an under-
standing between man and man. They had
agreed to stand together, and so when in eon-
sequence of the harsh superintendence over
them 16 men went out, those who remained.
behind and had their jobs kept for them broke
faith with the men they had agreed to accom-
pany. In thos¢ ¢ircumstances, however much
T may regret that a breach of authority wass
committed, I see in the men who went out a
virtne which those whe remained behind de
not possess. If the men who remained behind
had kept their undertaking to go out
the suthorities wonld have had to consider
whether they could not take the lot back;
but because only a few had the courage to
stand for what they. believed to be right,
they were ignominiously sacked. In my
opinion it would be only fair to reinstate
them. T do not hold that one in authority
over a number of men should he belittled,
that he shonld ‘be compelled to retire from a
position he has taken up, but it must be re-
. membered that- the employees have rights,
just as well as has the Inapector General
If the Inspector General had been reason-
able in his handling of the situation the
tronble wonld never have oceurred, and there
would be no danger of such a disturbance
among the patients as the Colonial Secretary
fears.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Colonial Secretary: How could the
staff be isolated if 10 or 15 of them were
allowed out each week end?

Mr, GREEN: Does not the Colonial Sec.
retary know that the Inspeetor General and
lis chauffeur, and the milkman, and the man
with the coals—— ‘

The Colonial Seerctary: Every precaution
was taken, It was imperative that the In-
spector General should leave the institution,
for he had other institutions to attend to.

Mr. GREEN: That is all right, but if we
have in the Inspector General an example of
how a man may with safety leave the insti-

.tution and dodge back again, is it not rea-

sonable to expect that a little risk should
be taken in regard to the employees?

The- Colonial Seeretary: And get the in-
flognza in the institution.

Mr. GREEN: The chanflenr sits at the
table where those 200 employees sit daily
ior their meals; yet nothing has -happened.
I am not trying to make a case against the
isolation, but I say that employees who have
given long and faithful serviee shonld be
shown consideration.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It is not too late now.

Mr, GREEN: Tt is not. I regret that the
Tnspector General did not look on the trouble
from » reagsonable point of view. Take the
case of Bishop, one of the men dismissed.
We are here to help returned soldiers, are
wed That is what the National' Gov-
ernméant say they stand for, Bishep
had 19 years of service doring which
he had mnever given any occasion for
complaint. He_ went to the Front, where
he put in three years’ service with his
two brothers, his twe brothers who were
shot down. Hé came back wounded; was
reinstated in his old position; he walked out
and was sacked! So much for the man who
does service for his country. That is the
treatment he shall receive from the National
Government, supposed to stand for the men
who have done so much! It remaine for us to
appeal for justice for such men. Bishop’s
case is a crying shame, and I am prepared

“to go to any part of the State and take up

that case. The Minister for Works ought. to
bow his head in shame if he would stand for
an aet of that kind.

The Minister for Works:
for discipline every time.

Mr. GREEN: I stand for discipline, too.
Did not Bishep stand for discipline? He
was three years at the Front, fighting the
Minister’s battle and mine. Surely if ever
a man had to stand discipline it was Bishop!
Iz it not possible that that man, after his
years at the Frong, after the hell he suffered,
had lost some of the.calmness of his dis-
position; that he may have suffered some-
thing from the horrors of war and may not
have been just as amenable to discipline
after coming back as he was when: he went
to the Front? :

The Minister for Works: You know that~
ke resigned, that he was not sacked.

I would stand
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Mr. GREEN: Yes, but under certain cir-
cumstances which I need not go into. The
fact that he was to retain his position shows

- that the resignation was forced on him.

Mr. Smith:
stated?

Mr.. GREEN: Yes. He is anxious to be
reinstated, and the Inspector General has
been told of it. But he does not wish to
reinstate him; he says he will not have him
in any cireumstances. The man was good
enough to go to the Front, good enough fo
have his two brothers shot down, good enough
to have 19 years of service, but not good
enough to be given a chance to get back.
So to-day be is a married man on the verge
of starvation. If the Inspector General is
not inherently humane, it is up to us to see
that. ke acts in a humanitarian spirit towards
hig staff,

Mr. Davies: If the motion be carrjed, will
it assist those employees?

Mr. GREEN: Yeg. The first paragraph
of the motion reads, ‘‘To inquire into the
conditions of employment of the staff.?’
What could be clearer? Bishop has been
treated in a way in which no private em-
ployer would treat him.

Has he applied te be rein-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr. GREEN: Before fea I was dealing
with the case of attendant Bishop who was

cue of the 19 men dismissed for breaking

quarantine. His case is one whieh ghould
surely receive sympathetie attention from the
Minister, because he had been 19 years an
attendant, there was mot a black mark
against him, he had served his country, and
had been reinstated on his return. If at
times his actions were ill-advised,*it must be
remembered that sueh actions were taken as
a result of a consultation of the- whole of
the employees of the asylum. Therefors, he
kept faith with his fellow employees.

The Minister for Works: Why did he send
in his resignation¢

Mr. GREEN: Because he was eompelled to.

The Minister for Works: Why?t

Mr. GREEN: He was advised to do so.

The Minister for Works: By one of his

. friends, T suppose?

Mr. GREEN: The Minister must recog-
nise that we would not be interesting our-
selves in defence of these men, were it not
for the fact that they wish to get baek to
their jobs. Personally, I have gone to the
extent of interviewing Dr. Anderson onr twao
oceasions and have seen the Colonial Secre-
tary with a view to gebting these men rein-
stated. I was prepared to even allow the
proposed Royal Commission to be cast on
one side if justice were only done, Ningteen
men walked out of the Hospital for the In-
sane, Who were kept on? The rest of the
men who had agreed to this action being
taken. No fewer than 100 married men were
incarcerated in the institution and T .make
bold to say, on the authority of men who
know, that out of the 100 men, there were
not 30 who did not break quarantine at one
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time or another to go home and see their
iamilies, 1 do not use that as a charge
against the men, but merely to show the im-
posslb]e position in which they were placed.
‘They broke quarantine because they recog-
nised that the position was impossible. They
met together and asked tbe doetor in charge:
to allow them to go ont. The Old Men’s
Home was isolated similarly for a week or
two, but the restriction was removed, and
the attendants employed thére have gone
trom and to the institution day in and day
out, right up to the present, and there has
not been a single case of influenza among the.
inmates of the home. Neither has there been
a case of influenza in the Hospital for the
Tnsane. I challenge the Colonial Seeretary
to say whether thé department have not at
present under econsideration, a proposal to
abolish the restriction at the Hospital' for
the Insane, The Government kngw in their
hearts that the position is impossible, and the
Inspeéctor General is showing poor judgment
aud, indeed, a stiff-necked and intelerant
attitude, by standing out against the rein-
statement of these men, Bighop’s iz not the
only case. I ¢an guite understand one man
being picked out as particularly bad evenm
tbough he had long service behind him, but,
these men were sacked in a body and kept
out of work—it amounts to that because men
who have followed such duties for 20 years
are unfitted to take wp work which an average
man might do. There is another ease which
illustrates the intolerant and unfair attitude
of the Inspector General, the case of late
attendant McGowan. The Colonial Secretary
liag the case well in mind because I, ‘and
numerows members, have interviewed him re-
garding it. MeGowan did net break quaran-
tine; he was not put off for any offence, and
when this House knows the facts, I make
hold to say members will not be prepared to
stand behind the Inspector General or en-
dorse hig action, On the 7th December last,
attendant MeGowan took ill. He had- never
lost a day through sickness during his 13
years gorvice at the institution. Dr, Bentley
advised him to go home. After a few days
he returned to work still pretty ill. Dr. Bentley
examined him again, and took a tubercular
test, the result of which was positive, which
menans that signs of tubereulosis were pre-
sent, MeGowan asked Dr. Bentley if he
ghonld consult another doetor. The outcome
was that it was consideéred advisable for this
old gervant to go to the Sanatorium at Woo-
raloo. With a view to giving bhim a chanee,
he was granted three months abgence on full
pay and three moiths on half pay. I think
this is the only ease on record at the insti-
totion where an attendant, taken ill, has
treen rteduced to half pay "after the fiest
three months. On the two ocg&sions when
MeGowan’s spuinm was examined at the
Sanatorinm, it diselosed negative results,
and his condition was so satisfaetory that, on
the recommendation of Dr, Montgomery, he
went to the country for a few weeks—to
Belka, Before the time for him to return
to work hed elapsed, he received a letter
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from the seeretary to the Inspector General
of the Insane, IPrevious to that—on the
7th July of this year—a letter was sent by
the acting Chief Resident Medical Officer at
Wooroloo Sanatorinm to the Commissioner
of Public Health as follows:—_

Re James McGowan. In reply to your
request in memo. of 2nd inst. for a report
on the condition of Mr. J. Mec(rowan at
the time of his discharge from the Sana-
torium, I submit the following notes om
hig condition on discharge:—His weight
has increased and his sputum almost en-
tirely disappenred; it was at all times
during Dhis sojourn here very scanty. Tt
was twice tested about this time and on
each oceasion was negative.  He conld
sleep very well and had a good appetite.
His temperature was steady; he had no
sweats; his general condition showed a
deeided improvement and he wag strong
enongh to undertake regular work, pro-
vided it was not laborious. H. H. Mont-
gomery, acting Chief Resident Medical
Officer,

Members should bear in mind that that let-
ter was dated the Tth July, 1919. On the
13th June of this year, 17 days before Me-
Gowan’s leave expired, he received the fol-
lowing note from the Scoretary to the In-
gpector General—

Attendant J. McGowan, eare of Mr. R.
Rule, Belka, via Merredin, It is with
mueh regret that I have to inform you
. that as you are suffering from a complaint
that, should you be allowed to resumme your
dnties, would be likely to be communi-
cated fo patients in the institution, the
Inspector Ceneral has decided to retire
you from the service as from the 30th inst.
Regretting the necessity for this step, I
have, ete, W. Maleom, Seerctary.

That discloses a lovely state of affairs,
MceGowan was given six months in which to
recover and, 17 days before his leave ex-
pired, that letter was sent him. MeGowan
had been seerctary of the Hospital Em-
ployees’ Union for several years; perhaps
that was the reagon for his dismissal. His
13 years service at the institution were with-
out Llemish and unbroken by illness, but
apparently it was thought not desirable to
have him back. In face of the clean health
certificate of the acting Chief Resident
Medical Officer at Wooroloo, this man was
sacked bhefore his time was up because he
was suffering from a complaint—tubercu-
logis—likely to be communicated to the pa-
tients. Suvch a sbate of affairs is intolerahle
and wnfajr, Whatever there might be in
the charges made by the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Jones) regarding the treatment
of patients in the institution, the attitnde of
the Inspector General towards the employees
has been sueh as to stamp him entirely unfit
to control the hospital and its employees, He
has displayed neither sympathy, broadmind-
edness, nor any of the qualities essential for
an Inspeetor General who has to deal with a
body of employees, and has shown himself
entirely unfit for the position,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: Nonsense!

Mr, GREEN: It is all very well for the
Minister to say it is nonsense.

The Minister for Mines: I have not had
any experience at the institution.

Mr, GREEN: The Minister ought to be
there.

The Minister for Mines: We shall all he
thers in our turn. -

Mr, GREEN: I shall not be there before
the Minister., My mind does not change as
his has done; it is steady. But I do not
want to joke over a matter of thiy kind;
it is too serious for party bickering. The
Colonial Secratary was approached hy the
memher for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) re-
garding -MeGowan’s case, and the DMinister
wrote as follows—

R. H. Underwood, Esq. As arranged
with yon over the telephone, I have had a
personal interview with Mr. McGowan,
ex-attendant at the Hospital for the In-
sane, and also I have discussed the enze
with the Inspector General. After hav-
ing gone very carefully into the matter, T
am of the opinion that it would be unwise
to comply with Mr, MeGowan’s request
for reinstatement in his old position, I
may add that T have arrived at this deci-
gion in view of Mr. Mc¢Gowan’s state of
health. T. T. Broun, Colonial Secretary,
22/7/14.

The Colonial Seeretary arrived at this deci-
sion in view of McGowan’s state of health,
Lut he must have been misled because the
man’s health, on the authority of the most
responsible officer in the State, was per-
fectly satisfactory and the man was able to
do the work required of him, MeGowan has
told the Colonial Secretary he is prepared
to go before an independent medieal board
and, if the board deeide that the state of his
health is such that he is not fit to be re-
employed in his old position, he will abide
by their decizion. I submit that he has a
sound ease for reinstatement., T regret that
through the stiff-necked 2nd obstinate atti-
tude of the Tnspector General of the Insane,
and through his inhumane attitude so far as
the employess of the hospital are concerned,
I have fonnd it neccessary to raise my voice
in support of cases such as thase T have men-
tioned. ’

Hon. W, C. ANQGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.45]: I do not intend to go into
the merits or demerits of this case, The
Colomial Secretary has suggested that a
select committeé might be appointed, and
states that he is opposed to the appointment
of a Royal Commission. Seeing that this is
the case, in all probability the Minister rea-
lises that some investigation is necessary.

The Colonial Seeretary: I said that the
kan. member should give proof of the neces-
sity for a scleet committee.

‘Hon. P. Collier: What constitutes proof?

The Colonial Secretary: Concrete casea.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Whether or not
the department is right with regard to the
quarantining of the institution is a matter



very largely for the medical fraternity to
say. I think T am safe in saying, howerver,
that the gquarantine regulations were carried
out harshly. I interjected, when the Min-
ister was speaking, that a man was refused
permission to see his wife at a time when,
in all probability, if he did not take that
opportunity, he would never see her again
alive. She was going through a serious
operation but this man was definitely re-
fused permisgion to see her.

The Minister for Mines: Who was that®

Mr. Green: Edwards.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I venture to say
that any hon. member of this House would

go to his wife in such cireumstances, even

if he had to walk over the dead bodies of the
officials.

The Minister
request to be allowed to go¥

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He did request to
he allowed to go. The officinls were nob
satisfie@ with that. TPeople may make mis-
takes, and in my opinion the Inspector Gen-
eral 2id make a mistake in Qealing with that
case, The officials wanted to carry out the
regulations to the utmost extreme. There
wag uothing against this man except that he
went to sce his wife, but when he was em-
ployed later on in another Government de-
partment steps were taken to force the hands
of ‘the officials of that department to the end
that he might be dismissed from the service.

Hon. P, Collier: Who did that?

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: I cannot say.

Hon, P, Collier: He ought to be kicked out
of the State, whoever he is.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The request wasg
made by those in charge of the Hospital for
the Insane becauge this man had broken the
quarantine regulations of that institution.
Ts that fair and just? It is not the proper
way of dealing with a man, and shows that
thero is somothing wrong.

Hon. P, Collier; He will get £500 compen-
zation for victimisation.

Thie Minister for Mines: If He proves if.

Hon. P. Collier: He will have a better
chance of proving it than those wasters who
are trying to prove it now,

The Minister for Mines: Don’t you worry.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If a select com-
mittee were appeinted it would save the ex-
pense of a Royal Commission in the first
place. Seeondly, it would be able to make
investigations which would, in all probability,
satisfy those who are dissatisfied at present,
as well as satisfy the public. If cases such
as I havp mentioned have veally existed, it
is most necessary that we should know the
full facts. A select committee can investi-
gate and report to the House whether the
institution is being .managed in a fair, just,

and equitable manner, or not. I move un
amendment—
That all the words after ‘‘that’’ be

struck out and ‘“a select committee be ap-
pointed to inguire iuto the conditions ex-
isting in and the management of the Clare-
mont Hospital for the Imsane’’ inserted
in lieu, :

[24 SePrEMBER, 1919.]

for. Mines: Did he make a
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Mr. LAMBERT (Coclgardie) [7.52]: I
have ne desire te go over. all the ground
that has been covered already by hon. mem-
bers in speaking about the Hospital for the
Insane, I am prepared to believe that, in
all fairness to the Inspector General and
staff of the institution, it is a most difficult
one to eontrol. There is no necessity for
members to lagsh themselves into a fury con-
cerning the pecessity for an ordinary in-
quiry into the administration and conduct of
this hospital. In my opinion the Inapector
General is an efficient officer, and in the
ordinary course of events he would receive
the departmental support he is getiing to-
night.  The Celonial Sceretary, no doubt,
feels justified in taking up the attitude that
he must stop any inquiry concerning this
publie institution. There is, however, a rest-
less feeling amongst the community which
has existed for some time regarding the ad-
niinistration of the asylom. I would urge
upon the Colonial Seeretary the necessity for
soriously considering the advisability of
holding an inguiry along the lines suggested,
not alone to settle the unrest in the minds
of the publie, but in justice to Dr. Ander-
sort and his staff. No harm could be done
by appeinting a select conmittes to inquire
into the allegations that have been made.
The statements which have been made can
only he effectively cleared up by such an
ingniry. I do net think that Dr. Anderson
need fear any investigation of this nature.
Indeed, he ought to weleomg it. There is uo
need for. hon. members, as laymen, to inquire
inte the conduect of Dr. Anderson in his pro-
fessional capaeity, We may well believe
that, when Dr. Anderson is called upon o
preseribe for one of his patients, whether it
be in the giving of eroton oil, or any other
form of medicine, he will preseribe jnst as
any other professional man would do. It is
not for laymen wnnder the protection of this
Chamber to allege anything against him by
way of ex-parte statements, but statements
have been made which are somewhat far-
reaching, The policy adopted in the control
and management of the institution has been
brought into question and an investigation is
needed. T hope that Dr. Anderson will not
think he is without friends in this Chamber,
or that hon:. members do not appreciate to
the fullest extent the diffieult nature of the
duties he is ealled upen to perform. I hope
the Colonial Becretary will see the necessity
for satisfying the House on the question and
having an inquiry made into the many state-
ments fthat bave been put forward during
the past 12 menths regarding the hospital,

Mr. Green: You mean to+say he has no-
thing to gain from a policy of husgh,

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think the Col-
onial Becretary would favour a poliey of
hush, He is merely protecting ths respon-
sible officers. - Possibly other memhbers of
the Chamber in a like position would do the
same, The whole question is too serions to
be treated lightly. I am not influenced by
many of the statements which have been
made, often of an extravagant natore, and
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Y am prepared to believe that many of them
are without foundation in fact. I hope, for
the sake of the reputation of the Inspector
‘General, and the necessity whieh exists for
his having contrel over the men under him,
that the 'indiseretions which have been
alleged against him have not beén committed.
When the Colonial Secretary said in a brief

and light manner that an inquiry would un-.

settle the staff, he made a statement which
was hardly worthy of him. . I hope, in spite
of a possible unsettling effect dve to an in-
quiry, the Minister will see that it is a duty
we owe to the people of the State that every
allegation which has been made is probed to
the bottom, and if proved, that an alteration
is effected in the present management of the
asylum. I urge upon him to adopt a tolerant
attitude towards the amendment moved by
the member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin).
ghow that, in his Ministerial eapacity, he has
ue desire to shield anyone conlceted with
the ingtitution, and that he is willing for
the greatest publieity and most searching in-
quiry econcerning the conduet of this very
important Government institution,

Mr. JONES (Fremantle—on amendment)
[8.0]: I have no objection to the amendment
because I want hon, members to believe that
I am quite sincerc in my desire to get the
affairs of the Claremont hospital set right.
I believe that things are not as they should
be there, and since the Colonial Secretary
has accused me of having made ex-
aggerated statements T can only reply
that I fully believe that what I said
was not an exaggeration but the truth,
and that the only way in which I can prove
to_him and to hon. members that what I re-
lated were faets is by way of an inquiry of
gome kind. The only point on which I would
be sorry to see a select committee substi-
tuted for & Royal Commiasion is that in
regard to the taking of the evidence which,
before a select committee, would not be on
oath. I trust that an assurance will be given
by the Minister that in the event of a select
committee heing appointed - there will not
be any vietimisation of those men who will
be courageous enough to ecome forward to
give evidence. T would like to have that
asgurance before the House agrees to the
amendment. In view of the amendment,
which I do not intend to oppose, it may
hardly be necessary for me to bring forward
any further evidence as I intended to do
when closing the debate.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is speak-
ing to the amendment, and therefore is not
closing the debate. He will have an oppor-
tunity of .replying, later on if he desires.

Mr, JONES: I do not wish to make state-
ments which may be regarded as my. own,
but if an inguniry is to be held the facts which
I have related, and others which I am aware
of, can be substantiated, All T desire to do
i3 to ease the mind of the publiec in ¢onnee-
tion with the affairs as they exist at the
Claregmont hospital.  Allegations are bheing

He should come out boldly and -

[ASSEMBLY.]
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freely made that things are not well there,
and an inquiry can determine whether or not
there should be an alterafion in’'the manage-
wment of that untortunate institution. There
is one thing 1 am satisfied about and it is
that an inquiry will have the ecffect of en-
dorsing the decision of the last Royal Cowm-
mission held in connection with the Andinach
case that there should be two attendants in
charge of the mental ward at the Perth hos-
pital. ln spite of the ventilation which re-
gulted from the .Andinach inguiry, in spite
of the faet that it was clearly proved that
Andinach was severely handled on aceount of
there being only one attendant at the mental
ward of the Parth hosgpital, there is still one
attendant there.

Mr, SPEAKER: The motion does not touch
on a suggested inguiry in counection with
the Perth hospital.

Mr. JONES: The mental ward at that in-
stitution I think will be inecluded in the
umethods unddr which patients are admitted.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a mental ward
there and the hon. member must dis-
criminate,

Mr. JONES: I am perfectly agrecable to
the amendment; all 1 wani is some inquiry.
If everything is well with the Claremont
hospital, as the Minister would have us De-
lieve, then the inquiry will do good; it will
strengthen the position of the Inspector Gen-
eral.

The Colonial Secretary: Why have an in-
quiry{ .

Mr. JONES: T am only giving the Minister
the benefit of the doubt, but if, as I .con-
fidently believe, things are not well at the
Claremont hospital, then an inquiry is neces-
sary, and in the interests of the community
generally it is necessary that there should
be some ventilation of the grievances which
exist there, I shall not oppose the amend-
ment. )

The PREMIER (Flon. J. Mitcheli—
Northam) [8.6]: I hope the House will not
readily agree to the amendment.

Mr. Green: Then you want a Royal Com-
mission ?

The PREMIER: I do not think there is
any need for either,

Mr. Green: You were not here during the
debate, ’

* Mr. Lutey: You have only, just blown in.

The PREMIER: I was here when the
member for Fremantle spoke before, and I
have read a good deal about the 'Claremont
hospital. Why should we appoint a Royal
Commission at the request of any hon. mem-
ber who happens to go to an institution and
finds that he is not satisfied with what js
going on’there? Surely that is not sufficient
justification for appointing a Royal Commis-
sion, The hon, member did wrong in going
there to encourage members of the ataff to
leave the institntion. Can an inquiry of this
sort do any geod? Moreover, what is there
to ‘ingnive into? ' Will it assist the hon,
member’s casef I am certain it will not.
It may be that Dr. Anderson has committed
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some indigeretion, but surely it canmot be
serious enough to justify the appointment of
8 Royal Commission or a select committee.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There are other at-
ters as well,

The PREMIER: What are they?

Mr. Green: What about Dr, Anderson’s
treatment of the employces?

The PREMIER: This is no ordinary in-
gtitution, 1t is unfortunate that it should
be necessary to have such an institution at
all, but we have it and I believe it is well
managed, and the restrictions which were
imposed were necessary. Those restrietions
should be obeyed by every member of the
staff without question. If hon, members
think that, then what is there to inguire
into.

My,
case?

The PREMIER: Must we not support the
management when we know it is right?

Mr. Munsie: How do we know it is right?

The PREMIER: Because the hon. member
has not proved that it is wrong. T ask hon.
members to think very carefully before
agreeing o this inquiry. If hon, members
think they are going to have a selset com-
mittee with evidenee talen other tham on
oath they are very much mistaken. Even
before a select committee evidence can be
taken on oath; at least it would have to he
done in this case, otherwise it would prove
a very sad inquivy, I ask thé House to
consider well whether a cage has been made
out for inquiry, I do mot think it haas, and
T hope hon. members will: not agree to the
appointment of & seleet committec.

Green: What about the MeGowan

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [8.10]: T will
support either the motion or the amend-
ment, I do not care which, becanse either
will have the effect of caunsing an inguiry to
be conducted into the management of an
institution in which are a number of un-
fortunate people to whose interests the
Houge should not be entirely dead. I have
nothing to say with regard to Dr. Anderson
as a medieal man, I know nothing whatever
regarding his capacity aa an administrator;
L[ admit both. But serious statements have
been made in this House, and apart from
thoge, we know that for a considerable time
there has been an element of dissatisfaction
at the Claremont asylum, Therefore we in
this House should weleome any opportunity
to clear up the matter. The Colonial Secre-
tary, when speaking this afternoon, made no
reply to the allegations reE;peeting the case
of McGowan.

The Colonial Secretary: It was not men-
"tioned by the member for Fremantle.

Mr. TROY: The ease of MeGowan has
been the subject of an interview and there-

fore should have been referred to by the

Minister,

Mr. Green: And the case of Bishop was’

not replied to.

Mr. TROY: McGowan was an officer at
the Claremont hospital for 13 years. There
is nothing whatever against his character
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¢r his ability. e was given leave of ab-
sence because of ill-health and after a tima
it was proved by the highest medical au-
thority in the .State that he was not the
victim of a disease that it was thought he
was showing symptoms of having contracted.
Yet, before the expiration of his leave, Me-
(‘rowau received a letter from the depart-
ment informing ‘him that it was with regret
that his services had to be dispensed with
on accoont of his iil-health. This letter was
signed ‘‘Yoor obedient servant,’’ which, in
my opinion, was adding insult to injury—
the ‘‘servant’’ was giving an employee the
sack. Mc¢Gowan is perfectly willing io face
a medical board so that they may fully in-
vestigate the state of hia health. This is a
eagse in which thé Minister might exereise
justice, The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr, Angwin) referred to the case
of a man named Edwards. This officer, 1
admit, left the instifution in oppesition to |
the wigshes of the Inspector General. His

‘object was to visit bis wife who was about

to undergo a serious dperation, an operation
which Dr. Atkinson said might result in
her death.

Thé Colonial Secretary Ho wrote and told
the Inspector General he was leaving.

Mr. Green: Did he writeé?

The Colonial Secretary: I believe so.

Mr. TROY: Ths Colonial Secretary ke-
lieves sol On the other hand, a copy of a
letter exists wherein this man made applica-
tien for leave. An injustice haz been done
him, and the Colonial Seeretary, who should
know of the facts, only ‘‘believes.”’ That
is what we want to get at. The Minister
gets His stateménts from one source, and we
get them from another.  The Minister has
not seen the correspondemce. He only be-
lieves—believes on information from an ia-
terested source, I do not necessarily believe
either side, and I want the fullest inguiry.
The man Edwards did what any nathral
man would do. Tf it was the NMinister’s
wife who was to undergo a seriouvs opera-
tion, the Minister wonld go, and the gates
of hell would not stop him.

The Colonial Secretary: But I would not
write saying ‘‘I shall go whether you wish
it or not.”’

Mr. TROY: The Minister admita that he
has never seen the correspondence, On the
other hand, I understand that corrédapondence
exists showing that the man wmade applica-
tion for leave. This House is entitled to 'do
justice to one side or the other. During my
experience of Parliamentary and public life
I have found that there is a tendency in the
minds of most men to believe the words of a
person if he holds a high social or official
position. On the other hand, no importance
at all is attached to the word of a man who
occupies a minor position. I have found,
too, that there is a desire to take the word
of a.man eceupying a high position, but that
such a feeling does not exist in the case of
a man occupying a lower position, It is.as

‘though the word .of the latter were not as

good as that of the former, whereas in fact
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the word of the lower-placed man might be
accepted. more readily. The man of high
position can get the ear of the Government
or the Minigter ; he has sotial influences which
he can use on his behalf. In my opinion it
ought to be an aceepted canon that the higher
the position a man oceupies, the more scrupu-
lous he ought to be in meting out justice to
those below him., I believe I have always
stood for that principle, and I stand for it
now. It ig a Christian prineiple. From that
standpoint alone, this House ought to aay,
““ Anybow, we are going to do justice by
hearing both sides.’’ As Minister I would
not be prepared to sit there and be satisfied
with having heard one side. Taks, for illus-
tration, the MecLeod case, into which this
House allowed an inguiry two years ago,
after appeal upon appeal. This man MeLeod
consistently said he was innocent. The high
officials said he was guilty—said it for three
years. Ministers believed him to be guilty.
This House, only because its patience was
exhausted, allowed an appeal, and the man
was found not guilty, The Royal Commis-
sioner who heard the cagse condemmned un-
sparingly those who had taken away that
man’s character and reputation, That is one
case. Here we have an institution in which
we know there is dissatisfaction. We know
that one man, MecGowan, has been sacked
because of the allegation that his bealth is
bad, while independent medical authorities
say that it is not bad, MeGowan asks for a
medical board. There is also the case of
the man who went to see his wife when she
was believed to be at the point of death. He
was sacked; and we had it on the word of
the member for North-East Fremantle (Mr,
Angwin), who is not given to making wild
statements, that an endeavour was made to
have that man dismissed from another place
after he left the asylum.

Fon, W. C, Angwin: That is eorrect, too.

Mr. TROY: In my opinion the man who
pursues an under individual from his own
sphere to another institution snd tries to
do him an injory there, is a mest unworthy
and contemptible scomndrel.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear! That
has been dome by a mumber of men, accord-
ing to the reports of proceedings before a
Royal Commission now sitting.

My, TROY:' I bave done nothing of that
sort. .
*Mr, Munsie: If it is done to a seab, it is
good enough for him,

Mr, Green: The Minister for Mines be-
lieved in that formerly.

Mr. TROY: Why sheuld T qualify my
statements? I could qualify the Minister for
Mines.

The Minister for Mines: Qnite so.

Mr. TROY: The Minister has become very

reactionary—very reactionary indeed. I am
surprised at .the attitude he takes up. I
muost express my regret at the position I find
him in.

The WMinister for Mines: That does not
worry me in the slightest.
A
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Mr, TROY: I advise the Ministeér not to
start worrying me. The Minister cannot
bluff me. I know him too well, I know the
Minigter’s strength; I know it is mostly
bluff and skite. )

The Minister for Mines: You are a marvel
when speaking inside.

Mr. TROY: Or outside.

The Minister for Mines:
the grass.

Mr., TROY: As for the Minister’s chal-
lenging me out on the grass, he would not
hurt me unless he fell on me. But I do say
that in my opinion this House ought to do
justice. . I made no aceusation against the
Inspector General of the Insane. I know
nothing about the man at all. But I do
know that there is grave cause for inquiry.
We hear that the inmates of the asylum
have been treated badly. The Colonial See-
retnry this afternoon admitted that eroton
0il had been administered to them, and he
quoted on the subject from certain medical
authorities which I suppose were handed to
kim just as T have had an authority handed
to me. His quotations were to the effect
that croton oil was not injurious and that it
was given in the case of hunaties.

Mr. Green: And lorses.

My, TROY: The Minister made a start-
ling observation that the stomach of an
animal is more sensitive than the stomach
of a human being.

The Colonial Secretary: To drugs.

My, TROY: I bave had a little experience
in this connection. I have given a horse 12
packets of salts, but I would not like to give
that quantity to the Colonizl Secretary.
have given a horse a bottle of linseed oil,
but how would the Colonial Secretary get on
after such an administration? I do not
know whether ¢ ‘Blacl’s Medical Dictionary?’
ig an authority, but I think it iz probably as
competent as those quoted by the Colonial
Seeretary. Aceording to ‘‘Black’s Madieal
Dictionary’ *—

In apoplexy, delirium tremens, and head
injuries, where it is wished to produce a
copions motion rapidly, one drop of croton
oil iz given on a lump of sugar, or mixed
with a few drops of olive oil, or of milk,
and generally acts within an hour.

According to the ‘‘BEncyelopmdia- Britan-
nica,’’ Eleventh Edition—

Applied to the skin, croton oil sets as a
powerful irritant, inducing 80 mneh in-
flammation that definite pustules are
formed. ’

The Colomial Secretary gave us to understand
that it is & necessary mcdicine in the case of
lunatics. But I gather that it iIs a necessary
medicine only where the lunatie ia ill and
must have medicine but will not take it
And gimilarly in the case of apoplexy; a
man is unéonscious, and it is necessary to
indanee a rapid evacnation, and so he is given
eroton oil. But these unfortunate men in
the asylum do not require this medicine.
They attempited to strike the Inspector Gen-
eral, and for that feason they are laid out

I have been on
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with a few drops of croton cil, That is the
. resnlt. They cannot do any further harm;
they are laid out prostrate.

The Minister for Mines: That matter as
regards striking the Iuspector (General has
been exaggerated. T ask you to produce a
single case where the Inspector General has
had eroton oil administered to a patient be-
eause that patient attempted to strike him.

Mr. Jones: We can prove it,

The Minister for Mines: It is all very well
for you to talk about inquiries when you
have nothing to lose.

Mr. TROY: The ‘‘Encyclopmdia Britan-
nica’’ further states— .

Taken internally, even in the wminute
doses already detailed, croton oil very soon
“causes muoch colic and the oceurrence of a
fluid diarrhea whieh usually recurs several
times. It is characteristic of this purga-
tive that it is a hydragogue even in mini-
mal dose, the fluid secrotions of the bowel
being most markedly inereased. The drug
appears to act only wpon the small -in-
testine, In somewhat larger doses it pro-
duces severe gagtro-enteritis, The flow of
bile is somewhat ingreased.

The medical authorities state that croton oil
is given to insane patients who refuse to
take medicine, and to persons whe are un-
eonscions through apopléxy. But the state-
ment made in this ease is that croton oil is
given at the Hospital for Insane mot when
medicine is necessary, but as a punishment.
It causes severe colie and severe pain, and
lays the patient out for the timie being. If
that is done, it is inhumian, I do mot say it
has been dome.

Mr. Jonés: The Colonial Becretary ad-
mitted that it had been done. '

Mr. TROY: The Colonial Secretary said
three drops were given. This authority
says that one drop is sufficient. I believe

five drops of eroton oil will kill a person.
The Colonial Secretary: An ounce was
given in one casge, and the person survived.

Mr., TROY: That might be a case where
the person required a large quantity of the
drug in order to do him any good, or it may
have been a case of an over-dose proving in-
effective. Last vear there was on the East-
ern goldficlds a remarkable case of a child
that was ahnost drowned in a eyanide tank.
. The child was brought to life after an hour.

It had taken into itz stomach a large quan-
‘tity of eyanide water. Yet that child re-
covered, We know that the smallest guan.
tity of cyanide solution will poison a man
" very quickly. That was a case of over-dase,
and it may have been the same in the cass
mentioned by the Colonial Secretary. The
Minister said this affernoon that there weare
no c¢ases since 1909 of patients being put on
bread and water. T have been informed by
men who are prepared to repeat their state-
ments on cath, and who have witnesses pre-
pared to support them under oath, that as
late as last -year three patients were put on
bread and water for seven dgys, and only
allowed canvas sheets to sleep on, becaunse in
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a state of delirinm they had raised their
hands ‘to strike the Inspeetor General. Al-
lowance must ke made for a Innatic whe
rajses his hand to strike anybody. To put
an unfortunate patient on bread and water
for seven days and force him to sleep on a.
canvas sheet is nost inhuman. If that has
oceurred, this House ought not to stand in
the way of an inquiry,

The Colonial Secretary: What proof can
you givet

Mr. TROY: We can give no proof what-
ever unless the Minister agrees to either the
motion or the amendment. T will accept no
proof unless it is given on oath, unless the
persons who c¢an give information are
afforded an opportunity of giving it om oath.
But how can proof be given if the Minister
and the Government stand in the way of this
opportunity which is being asked for by both
the motion and the amendment? Does the
Minister want proof, or is he prepared to take
an ex parte statement? T am just as willing
to believe the Iuspector General as to believe
the other man, These statements have been
made tu-n_ight and- it is for the Houste to see
that justice is dome. I am surprised that the
Government should oppose even the amend-
ment,

Mr. Green: The Co]onia.l_ Secretary indi-
cated that he would aceept it.

The Cwlonial Secretary: I did not. T said
we wanted proof of justification for holding
the inquiry.

Mr, TROY: Will the Minister deny that ’
MceGowan was sacked on the allegation that
he was in ill-health? Will the Minister deny
that McGowan was prepa.red to go before a
medical board and accept their verdiet?
Then there is the case of the man Edwards,
who was sacked because he went to see hls;
wife. The member for North-East Fremantle
hag stated that this man was pursuned when
he received an appomtment in another in-
stitution.

The Colonial Secretary: What proof have
you?

Hon, W. {, Angwin: Will you deny it¥

f']l‘he Colonial Secretary: I know nothing
of it.

Mr. Green: You know all about McGowan’s
case.

Mr, TROY: The Minister admits that he
does not know. Yet he will not agree to an
inguiry.

The Colonial Seerefary: You do not ask
for a select committee to inquire into the
dogging of men from billet to billet.

Mi. TROY: We are asking that this ques-
tion ghall be inquired into and full justice
done. I am not eatisfied to take the word
of a man in such a c¢ase, no matter how high
his social status, T remember reading some
time ago that Lord Beaconsfield in a letter
to Mr, Gladatone said it was remarkable that
in the hearté of men in high positions there
was a greatér desire to do injustice than to
do justice. Power is the curse of many men, ~
A man perfectly aceessible in normal times
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is quite inaccessible when he gets inte power.
In every era power in the bands of other-
wise reasouable men has been the cause of

mugh injustice and much bitter injury to -

others.
The Minister for Mines: A select commit-
tee will not alter that.

Mr. TROY: If a man tyrannical in his

power finds that his autecratic sway is being

buttressed and supported by Ministers, he
will earry on. He will say, **T can do as I
like. You have to bow to me,’’ But if Par-
linment proposes to supervise his adminis-
tration, fear, not necessarily that he will lose
hig position, but of what men may think of
him, will agsist in getting justice from him.
[n the ease of most men, once they securs
power they become autocratic and arrogant
and in many cases they do. seant justiee to
those nnder them. T do not lay this charge
againat the Inspector General of the +Insane.
I know nothing detrimental to his character,
but the statements made here have been
sufficiently strong to induce me, as a repre-
sentative of the people, to insist upon justice
being done to the meanest person in the com-
munity.
either the motion or the amendment,

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [8.35]): It is
my intention to support the amendment, I
cannot see why it is opposed, because in the
interests of the Inspector General and in
the intercats of the institution, the matter
ought to be cleared up. If the inquiry shows
that there has been nothing wrong, it will
prove that the criticism is without founda-
tion. I know nothing against the Inspector
General. I have met him on one or two
oteasions, and he has treated me with the

utmost courtesy. But we cannot shut our -

eyes to the fact that there is general dis-
satisfaction, and I think it right that we
ghould have an inquiry.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [8.37]: I have
Jistened with interest to the speeches made
in Tegard to the proposed inguiry, and I
gay honestly I think a case has not been

made out either for a Royal Commission or

for a sclect committee. But in the two cases
mentioned, the one by the member for Kal-
goorlie and the other by the member for
North-East Tremantle, we should have an
assurance from the Minister that they shail
be inquired into. )

Hon, T. Walker: Then a case has been
made out for an inquiry.

Mr, DAVIES: Oh, no. But if the Minis- .

ter will give an assurance that those two
cages shall be inguired ifito, it will influence
my vote.
Anendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—.
Ayes
Noes

ol 58

Majority for

Becanse of that I will support
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AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chesson ' Mr. Piesse
Mr. Colller, ) Mr. Rocke
Mr. Davies T Mr. Smith
Mr. Green Mr., Stubbs
Mr. Grifftiths Mr. Troy
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Walker
Mr. Johpston Mr. Willcock
Mr. Jones Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert (Teiler.y
Mr. Lutey

Nogs
Mr. Angelo Mr., Naijrn
Mr, Broun Mr, Pilkington
Mr. Duft Mr. Robinson
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrigon Mr., Underwood
Sir H. B. Lefroy Mr, Willmott
Mr. Maley Mr, Hardwick
Mr. Mitchellr ¢ F {Teler.y

Amendment thus passed.
Question as amended agreed to.

Mr, Johnston: Will the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Jones) or the member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) be
chajrman of the select committee? '

Mr. SPEAKER: It generally follows that
the mover of the motion for a seleet com-
mittee hecomes chairman.

Sir H. B, Lefroy: Will the member for
Fremantle, and the member for North-East
Fremantle, be ex officic members of the
committeed

My, SPEAEKER: The member for North-
East Fremantle will be ex officio a member
of the committee, and there will be no need
to ballot for him. If members desire that

“the member for Frewmantle be on the com-

mittee, it will be necessary to vote for him,

Ballot taken and a. select committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. Angelo, Brown,
Jones, Stubbs, and the mover (Hon, W. C.
Angwin).

Hon, W. Q. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.59]: I mdve—

That the committee have power to ecall
for persons, papers and records, to sit om
days on which the House stands adjourned,
take evidence on oath, and report on
Wednesday, 15th October.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9 p.m.



